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Cyril Kieft was born in Swansea in 1911 and followed his father into the steel industry. By 1939 he was
managing the steel works at Scunthorpe and was a regular spectator at Donington Park. In 1946 Cyril left the \
steel business, fearing nationalisation and set up a tool company, Cyril Kieft and Co, based at Bridgend South |
Wales. Cyril's love of motor sport led him to becoming involved with the Tenby Motor Club and their Lydstep j ,
hillclimb and was a founder of the Welsh Motor Racing Club, becoming its President and the driving force /
behind the Fairwood race meetings.

at Lydstep and promised his wife, Megan, that he would quit active competition after seeing Jack Moor roll his
WASP. When the Marwyn company folded, Cyril acquired the remnants and commenced construction of his own car.

"The Kieft "Mk I"
The prototype was designed and largely made in house but used a Dick Richards in a Kieft Mk 1 at Brands Hatch in
number of(‘ 'Marwyn parts and ideas. The chassis was similar to the 1951, this car used Kieft's in house body.

Marwyn but the suspension, by Metalastic bushes in tension and
wishbones at both ends, was completely different.

The project was completed in 7 months but early outings weren't too
promising, partly due to the inexperience of the drivers and the
choice of a Vincent engine but there were also some handling issues
with the car being less than stable.

The production cars used JAP or Norton engines and enjoyed more
success but were heavier than the Coopers. Michael Christie,
however, fitted one with an 1100cc V-twin JAP engine and ran it in
hill climbs. Cyril sold eight or nine of the original design, with
varying body styles, and thereby became a professional constructor.

Advert following the Montlhéry records

KIEFT "M elle™™

Ken Gregory in one of the early Kiefts

500 c.c. Car, complete with Speedway [.A.P, engine, £585
Features include Light Alloy Chassis and Wheels, Rubber
Suspension, T.L.S. Brakes.

KIEFT CARS LTD., TRADING ESTATE, BRIDGEND.

In November1950, Kieft tackled the 350cc and 500cc international records at Montlhéry. The driving team consisted of Stirling Moss,
Ken Gregory (Moss' manager) and Jack Neill with Steve Lancefield preparing the Norton engines. They came away with 13 records,
taking many of these from under the noses of the DB team who were still awaiting ratification for their runs in October, The car was
then sold to Oscar Frank in Germany. Partly as a result of this success, Cyril asked Moss to drive for him, offering a number of
inducements, but Stirling did not rate the car highly, and realising that it was not capable of beating the Coopers, declined.

A pair of Mk Is with the team transporter.



Oscar Frank

Oscar Frank first appears at the Niirburgring on the 11th June 1950 in a Cooper Mk IV
where he failed to finish. At Grenzlandring in September he faired rather better, finishing
fourth to claim eight overall in the West German Championship. At the end of 1950, Oscar
acquired the Kieft Mk I that had been used to set records at Montlhéry. Things started
brightly, in spite of it being out classed by this time, second to Toni Kreuzer at Krefeld in
May then seventeenth at the Niirburgring on the 3rd June and third at Avus on the 1st July.
At Leverkusen Oscar finished third but could only manage sixteenth in the German Grand

Prix at the end of July. He appears in a Scampolo at Grenzlandring in September but failed
to finish.

Oscar Frank at the Niirburgring

In 1952 he commissioned an aerodynamic body for the car, hoping to achieve an advantage at
circuits like Avus. Oscar starts in the Scampolo at Krefeld, with third place, returning to the Kieft for
Essen in July for a fourth place. In 1953, he takes fourth at Hockenheim in May (see photo below) and
finishes seventh overall in the West German Championship.




Oscar Frank

Oscar Frank first appears at the Niirburgring on the 11th June 1950 in a Cooper Mk IV where he failed to finish. At Grenzlandring in September he faired rather
Championship. At the end of 1950, Oscar acquired the Kieft Mk I that had been used to set records at Montlhéry. Things started brightly, in spite of it being out cl:
seventeenth at the Niirburgring on the 3rd June and third at Avus on the Ist July. At Leverkusen Oscar finished third but could only manage sixteenth in the Gei
Grenzlandring in September but failed to finish.

Oscar in his Kieft [

In 1952 he commissioned an aerodynamic body for the car, hoping to achieve an advantage at circuits like Avus. Oscar starts in the Scampolo at Krefeld, with
third place, returning to the Kieft for Essen in July for a fourth place. In 1953, he takes fourth at Hockenheim in May (see photo below) and finishes seventh
overall in the West German Championship. }
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